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Agent: 



Hiroshi MAEDA (and other 7 persons) 



Applied Law: 



Sections 29(1) and 29(2) 



This application shall be rejected for the following reasons. If there are 
any opinions thereagainst, a Written Argument should be filed within 60 
days from the mailing date of this Notice of Reasons for Rejection. 



1. The inventions according to the below-mentioned claims of the present 
application are identical with the inventions disclosed in the publications 
listed below distributed in Japan and/or a foreign country prior to the filing 
date of the present application and/or an inventions having been available to 
the public via electric communication lines since prior to the filing date of the 
present application. Hence, under the provision of Section 29(l)(iii) of the 
Japanese Patent Law, a patent shall not be granted for the above inventions. 
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2. The inventions according to the below-mentioned claims of the present 
application are such as could readily be inferred, on the basis of the 
inventions disclosed in the publications listed below distributed in Japan 
and/or a foreign country prior to the filing date of the present application 
and/or an invention having been available to the public via electric 
communication lines since prior to the filing date of the present application, 
by those who have common knowledge in the technical field to which the 
inventions belong. Hence, under the provision of Section 29(2) of the 
Japanese Patent Law, a patent shall not be granted for the above inventions. 

REMARKS (See the following list for cited references.) 

A. Concerning Reasons 1-2 

• Claim 1 

• Cited References 1-4 

• Comment 

Each of Cited References 1-4 describes a fuel electrode which is 
supplied with a partial oxidation gas which contains hydrogen (See [Claims], 
Paragraphs [00 12] -[00 15] and Figures 1 and 3 in Cited Reference 1, [Claims], 
Paragraph [0027] and Figure 1 in Cited Reference 2, [Claims], Paragraphs 
[0063] -[0065] and Figure 11 in Cited Reference 3, and [Claims], Paragraphs 
[0012]-[0013] and Figure 1 in Cited Reference 4.). 

Hence, the invention according to Claim 1 of the present application is 
identical with the invention disclosed in each of Cited References 1*4. 
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B. Concerning Reason 2 

• Claim 3 

• Cited References 1-2 

• Comment 

Cited Reference 1 describes performing partial oxidation after 
preheating a fuel. 

Further, Cited Reference 2 mentions that a partial oxidation reaction is 
an exothermic reaction and a high-temperature partial oxidation gas is cooled 
and then is supplied to a fuel cell (see Paragraph [0027] of Cited Reference 
2.). 

Hence, it is a matter that those skilled in the art could readily conceive 
to perform heat exchange between a fuel gas and a partial oxidation gas in 
order to effectively use the thermal energy of the partial oxidation gas in the 
invention disclosed in Cited Reference 1 in which partial oxidation is 
performed after a fuel is preheated. 

• Claim 4 

• Cited References 1-5 

• Comment 

As cited in Cited Reference 5, it is a well known technical item in the 
art to supply a combustion gas to a reformer during the startup phase of the 
reformer so as to raise the temperature. 



• Claim 5 

• Cited References 1*6 
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• Comment 

As cited in Cited Reference 6, it is a well known technical item in the 
art to supply a combustion gas to a fuel cell so as to raise the temperature. 

<Claims with regard to which no reason for rejections has been found> 

At present, no reasons for rejection have been found with regard to the 
inventions according to Claims 2 and 6. If any reason for rejection is newly 
found, it will be notified. 

CITED REFERENCE LIST 

1. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 11-199201 

2. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 11-273701 

3. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 2002-012401 

4. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 11-126627 

5. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 2002-117887 

6. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 59-098471 



Record of Result of Search for Prior Art References 

* Searched Field IPC H01M 08/00-H01M 08/24 

This Record of Result of Search for Prior Art References does not 
constitute the reasons of rejections. 

If there are any questions relating to the contents of this Notice of 
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Reasons for Rejection, please contact to the following: 

Third Examination Division: Metal Electrochemical 

Examiner: Hiroyuki MAEDA 

TEL. No. 03-3581-1101 (extension code no. 3433) 
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